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PHASE 01 


THB 

FIRST THING 
TRmmSBR... 







SUCH 

BEAUTY! 


LOOK. 

JUST 

LOOK! 


' THE 
NEURONS* 
HAVE 
RESUMEP 
THEIR FIRE 
v PANCE. . 


*Neuron: a nerve cell that consists of a soma (cell body), dendrites (signal receptors), 
and an axon (a signal conductor). 

*Nanomachine: A microscopic, molecular-sized robot composed of individual elemen¬ 
tary particles. 








tz/ 



WjY IT DEPENDS ON 
THE LOCATION, OP 
j\ COURSE, BUT EVEN IP 
PORT/ PERCENT OP THE 
BRAIN TISSUE'S TOTAL 
A MASS IS LOST, THE 
U\ NEURO-MAP CAN BE 
Ik RECONSTRUCTED- / 


/ -IF THE REST OP \ 
THE NEURONAL PROTEIN 
STRUCTURE IS INTACT. 
JUST REQUIRES A NANO¬ 
MACHINE* NEUROANALYSIS 
OP THE SYNAPSE 
STRUCTURE, BASED ON 
MY OWN "KARMATRON 
L DYNAMICS THEORY"...^ 


IN SUCH A ^ 
/ PASHION, WE CAN 1 
f ALMOST PERPECTLY 
RECONSTRUCT THE 
BRAIN—OIVE IT THE SAME 
MEMORIES, EMOTIONS, 

V INTELLIGENCE— 

\ AS IT HAD BEPORE A 
DEATH. A 


~ IN OTHER WORDS, \ 
WE CAN BRINO A UNIQUE 
HUMAN BEINO BACK PROM 
v SO-CALLED DEATH! A 
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LIKE 
PLASTI- 
NATION 
OF LIVING- 
TISSUE. 


GIVE IT A SUDPEN 
SHOCK OR TEMPER¬ 
ATURE CHANGE, 
AW IT INSTANTLY 
SOLIPIFIES—A 
PELIOHTFUL 
PROTECTIVE 
MECHANISM/ 



HMM... 
THERE ARE 
OREAT 
MYSTERIES 
BEHINP THE 
ORIOIN OF THIS 
BRAIN.' 
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1) j ljl /{ SHE CONSIDERED 

Y pi \ ME HER ENEMY... 

-! HUNTED ME. 

EVEN MANNED 
TO KILL ME 




“Last backup”: Nova has a reserve brain chip in his stomach, which backs up the main chip’s 
memories during sleep. The current Nova’s memory only goes back as far as the night before Alita 
broke into the Granite Inn. 














































































support 

systems.. 



MtS \N\A\r\A 

rcummzv in > 

THIS! 

TMAGfNOS- 
ALITA'S GREATEST 
k CYBOR& SOVY , 

\^... y 


r ...4 BOpy\ 
COMPOSER 0 F 
BERSERKER 
CELLS—THAT 
UNCONTROL¬ 
LABLE OALACTIC 
L WEAPON/ J 


r THESE 
BERSERKER 
CELLS WERE 
THE STARTING 
POINT OP MY 
NANO-CELL 
v RESEARCH... 


r ...I CAM 
ACROSS A 
NANOTBCH 
BOtPY WHICH 
SEEMEP NOT 
k OF THIS 

Dearth... 



































































































































BUT THIS BRAIN, 
IN PARTICULAR? 
UNPARALLELED 
IN KARMATRONIC 
V POTENTIAL /\A 


S 0MN£A^\ 
' BODY TO > 
SUCH A BRAIN ANP 
RELEASING IT INTO 
THE WORLP 
v. UNFETTERED\..J 


y EACH 0? HER \ 
PECISIONSANP N 
ACTIONS WILL BRINO 
ABOUT A PYNAMIC 
EXCHANGE OF 
KARMATRONS ON A 
\ MASSIVE SCALE/ A 


I HEH, ( 
HEH, HEH! 
NOW 
POESN'T 
THAT EX- 
.CITE YOU?. 
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...THAT 

THE 

MOONS 

REALLY 

WERE 

COMING 


THOUGHT. 


90WN. 


I ONLY 
VAGUELY 
REMEMBER 
WHAT 
HAPPENED 
AFTER THAT. 









































SOMETHING IN 
THE BACK OF 
MY MINE - 
TINGLING. 


WHAT IS IT? 


IT'S 

THE 

SMELL 

OF... 

BLOOD. 
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You'Re 

Am*e. 










x YOU MUST BE N 
WONPERINO 
HOW IT IS THAT 
I'M STILL ALIVE, 
SINCE you 
KILLEP ME IN 
THE 0RANITE 
INN, HMM? A 


r mu, \ 

THAT'S FOR 
ME TO KNOW 

anp you TO 

FINP OUT, My 
k PEAR/ A 



YOUR 
BRAIN IS 
BACK, 
OOOP AS 
NEW/ IT 
WAS 

BLOWN TO 

bits, you 

KNOW. 


CALL IT 
NOVA 
MAGIC IF 
you LIKE/ 
KYA-HA- 


RECORP- 




HA! 


..UNLESS 


youR 


PSyCHE 


HAS 


BLOCKEP 


SOME 


PARTS 


OUT 


NOTHING 
My NANO- 
TECHNOLOOy 
COULPN'T 
REPAIR. 
EVEN yOUR 
MEMORy 
SHOULP BE 
INTACT... 
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...60 I USEPV 
IT AS AH 
INOREPIENT 
FOR THE 
IMAGINOS 


BOpy. \ 1 
HOPE you 


I HOPE 
PON' 
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SO YOUNG. 
NOT BVBN 
TWBNTY... 
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r ISLAH... > 
we just 

MET THREE 
VA'/S 

\A&0... A 
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THIS 

WAS RIOHT 
AFTER WE 
REBUILT 
YOUR 6 
BOVY. 


LAST WEEK, 
PROFESSOR 
NOVA HI¬ 
JACKER THE 
WHOLE 
TIPHAREAN 
BROADCAST 
NETWORK- 
EVERV SINOLE 
MONITOR. 
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initiation: A rite of passage, a ceremony someone must undergo to become a full- 
fledged member of a collective society. In Japan, the “seijinshiki” fulfills this role. 

















































*Offline Cut off from central systems but functioning independently. 




























*C.C.M.: Child Care Manager. 
*C.C.U.: Child Care Unit. 
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WHETHER THE 
BRAIN 15 ORGANIC 
OR A BIO-CHIP... 
THAT DOESN'T 
PROVE SOMEONE'S 
HUMAN... 

. NOT TO MB! 



































TURN YOUR 

back: on 

POU8TANP 
CONFLICT, YOU 

Lose youR - 

SBLF! 


poTHey know 
THAT TO Be 
HUMAN... MBANS 
NOTHING MORB 
THAN TO BB 
IN A STATB OF 
CONSTANT 
UPHBAVAL? a 


HOW BASIL y ONB 

BVBN WITH A 
FLBSH-ANP-8L OOP 
BRAIN? 






















































































































r TO- N 
MORROW 

m 

APPROACH 
THE M.I.3. 

MEPICAL 
. CORE/ . 


/ MY \ 
PRECIOUS 
MONSTER 
IS ABOUT 
TO BE 
v BORN... 
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mmm 


you 

HAVE TO 
EAT REAL 

poop, 

PAM! . 


LET'S 

HAVE 

BREAK¬ 

FAST 

THEN. 


MORNING 


OH/ 


AWAKE 


SOME 


BE IN RUINS, 


FRESH 
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SURE, 

r WE'LL HAVE 
TO MODIFY 
THE 

kPROORAM... , 

K TELL THE^f 
ABOUT THE ' 
SITUATION 


...AND 
{ YOU'LL BE 
/ KILLED TOO, 
SINCE YOU 
KNOW 

} ABOUT THE 
BRAIN 
. CHIPS/ 


f THAT'S \ 
NUTS! 
YOU DO '[ 
l THAT... 




i 

i 

1 1 | 

c 

-iiL 

§ i 

Ll 




MORE THAN 
RESTORE 
TIPHARES- 
WE'LL AAAKE IT 
STRONGER, 
MORE 

BEAUTIFUL/ 
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*TunedAR Series 2: Twelve androids created by G.I.B. based on Alita’s battle data when 
she was a TUNED. See Battle Angel Alita #44. 

*Sechs: German for “six.” 






































































































































































































pmmmm 


Professor Desty Nova 


Kimpo 


PLEASURE TO y 

Meeryouiv J/i 


ANP 


ELF 


I'M 

ZWOLF. 


you oar 

TO 

WATCH 

THEN... 


Deckman 100 


I BROUGHT 
THESE 
CHILPREN 
UP FROM THE 
SURFACE TO 
BE My Bopy- 
OUARPS... 


THEy 

INSISTEP— 

JUST 

INSISTED- 
ON MEETING 
you. 
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*Zwolf: Twelve in German. 
*Elf: Eleven in German. 
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/...WOULP \ 
'BE ABLE TO 
SEE RIOHT 
THROUGH 
MOVES PROM 
THE SAME 
V STYLE. / 
























































THE AR-6, 
SECHS, 
FGUNP HER 
RAISON 

Petrs in 

BATTLE, ANP 
CHALLENGER 
THE 

OTHERS... 
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HA H A! 
NOW 
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*Mono-molecular wire: TUNED standard issue equipment. Two microns thick, with a tensile 
strength of 2.4 tons, this wire is one long cylindrical molecule, held together by the powerful 

covalent bonds between atoms. 



















THAT'S WHY 

wsvs courmei 

THE ORIGINAL— 
SO YOU CAM 
BLAST HSR 
WITH YOUR 
SOLENOID 
QUENCH 
GUN! 9 
























































































r THIS IS A \ 


[ 22-CAUBER ‘ 



) SUPER- 



CONQUCT- 


f WKSfJ ) i 

! INS- PHASE 1 

Jl 

umt gj 

A TRANSITION J 



fe) SUN. J c5X 




163 






































184 










































167 






















































170 



































AT THIS DIS¬ 
TANCE, SECHS 
DOESN'T HAVE 
ENOUGH SPACE 
TO THRUST 
POWARD INTO 
SECHSTER 
ANORIPP. 


THERE'S NO 
ROOM TO 
READY THE 
SOLENOID 
QUENCH OUN, 
EITHER-NOR 
T/MB TO UNDO 
THE WEAPONS 
CONVER- 
A SION. 




WAIT! 
LET'S SEE 
WHAT 
THEY'LL 
VO! 





































































PW BW/ 





*Trapping: A close-range technique used to counter an opponent’s defensive moves. 

Rooted in Chinese Kung Fu and the Philippine martial art Kali. 
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IP IT WERE 
THE 

HBRTZA 
HABON 
FROM My 
TUNER pays, 
you WOULD 
















YOU ONLY 
KNOW THE 
IMMATURE 
PANZER 
KUNST—THE 
ONE FROM MV 
PAST. 























THAT'S 
WHAT 
MAPE THE 
PIFFERENCE. 












































































THIS 
PLACE/ 
NT'S... 


LITTLE 

ONES... 


r ...THE 
FACTOR/... 
WHERE I 
WAS 

\BORN... 











































*DNA: Deoxyribonucleic acid, a polymer that encodes an organism’s genetic attributes 
in a series of four nucleotides (adenine, guanine, thymine and cytosine). 

*Codon: A triplet code of three adjacent nucleotides is the basic unit of the genetic 
code. There are 64 such sequences in all. 



















































































’w DiscovERy op\ 

Modification technol-\ 

OOy, AN APPLICATION OF \ 

KARMATRON THEORY 
ALLOWED ME TO STORE 
My BODy'S COMPOSI¬ 
TIONAL DATA IN THE 
MOLECULAR MOTION* 

OF THE ATMOSPHERE, 

WHERE I COULD RE¬ 
TRIEVE IT AT ANy TIME!/ 

*Molecular motion: Although it appears to be random noise, atomic-level movement 
can contain information. Sorted and codified, an infinite variety of signals could be 
extracted. 
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// 
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Deckman 100 Specs 

Base: Deckman 10 Line 

Head: Deckman brain + lust circuit; 

comes with expandable memory 
Personality: type B 
Basic Command: crazy about Alita 
Expansion BUS: DUV ver. 32.4 
Factory control: discontinued, Stand- 

Energy: Nova MD Engine with built-in 
back-up batteries 
Note: body compatible with t 
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...TO 

THIS 

PATHETIC 

WORL9... 
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*Phantom limb: A vivid sensation that an amputated limb is still present. This occurs 
when the somatosensory cortex does not fully reorganize the internalized body map. The 
term was first suggested by S.I/17. Mitchell, an American physician (1829-1914). 
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*Morion omichle: The Greek words for “molecule” and “mist.’ 


THAT WHITE 
SMOKE IS PROB¬ 
ABLY NANO¬ 
SIZED RAMIFORM 
THORNS/ THEY 
ENTER THE SPACE 
BETWEEN ATOMS 
AND BREAK DOWN 
MOLECULAR 
BONDS/ 



















/ THE 
CEILINGS* 
STARTING 
' TO COL- 
I LAPSE/ - 
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LIPE IN l 
TIPHARES 15 
BUILT ON THE 
SACRIFICES 
OP THOSE 
ON THE 
SURPACE... 


I WANT 
you TO 
REMEMBER 
THAT. 




































































































































A 

TRAITOR 

a 





























































































































































































































































































































































BUT THBRB'S 
STILL ONB 
WAY... 

ONB WAY 
TO CHANGB 
BVBRYTHtNG... 
BVBN FOR 
SOMBONB 
UKS MB... 
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\ STAYING-. C MON— 

V LET'S GO 

[| 1 _. SOMEPLACE 

UL ,L SAFE/ 


« • j^u J TV 
l^hrMs? iiLpj* III,Sill 






/? BSS 1 ro 

</JbSK f THROUGH, 

{jBBjjg l I l NO MATTER 


^ r 




IT BREAKS j 

ymfWW m!' *' 


Mill ;> x...x want ) m 

\\\\W TO RUN I p 

ii 

#1 BUT... U 


Ki 
























LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
FI&HT'S 
JUST 
SETTING 
STARTED/ 


THEy'RE 
COINS’ AT 
IT.' 
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WHY IPO 
I KEEP 
PUTTING 
UP WITH 
THIS? 





































































let other 
PEOPLE 
PINP THEIR 
OWN 
EXCUSES/ 


I DON'T 
NEED A 
REASON 
TO LIVE!! 











HER 01 P 
BERSERKER 
BOPy WENT INTO 
PLASMA-EQUIPPEP 
COMBAT MOPS 
WHEN A SWITCH 
IN THE BASAL 
y OANOLIA WAS 
f\. FLIPPEP. 


THE IMAOINOS 1 
BOP/ IS PIFFERENT— 
BUT I THINK A 
POWERFUL MINP-IMAOE 
WAS STIMULATEP By 
OOINO THROUGH THE 
SAME PROCESS, ENABLING 
THE IMAOINOS 
TRANSFORMATION. 


pretty. 


...must be 
the flame 
of Alita’s 
soul! 


SEE/ IT WAS A 
PLAN/ ALITA 
WOULP NSVBR 
OET PUMMELEP 
FOR NOTHIN'/ 























































*Cyclotron resonance: Plasma in a magnetic field is heated through the resonance effect when the 
vibration frequency of an oscillating electromagnetic field matches the gyro-frequency of the charged 
particles in the plasma. This effect is known as Ion Cyclotron Resonance Heating, and enables the 
generation of superheated plasma over 100 million degrees Celsius in temperature. 
































NOW THAT 
THBY'PB LOOKED 
IN POSITION WITH 
THE PLASMA IN 
BETWEEN THEM, 
ALITA IS AT AN 
OVERWHELMING 
DISADVANTAGE/ 


IP THE COMPETING 
MAGNETIC FIELDS 
LOSE THEIR 
BALANCE EVEN 
SLIGHTLY, THE 
WEAKER ONE WILL 
BE SHOWERED WITH 
SUPERHEATED 
PLASMA. 




• DOME PARK 

The largest park in Tiphares 
houses Endjoy, the public 
suicide booth Alita destroyed 
in Battle Angel Alita Vol. 9: 
Angel's Ascension. Jim 
Roscoe used it as a base 
camp for the children. 

• BULGE 

Three protrusions from the 
lower part of Tiphares contain 
giant Tesla coils, which use 
electromagnetic waves to 
control the weather 
surrounding Tiphares. 

These coils also create the 
super-defensive weapon 
Abaddon by manipulating 
scalar waves to strike distant 
targets with tremendous 
(and unstoppable) energy. 
(See Battle Angel Alita Vol. 8 
Fallen Angel.) The G.I.B. 
control room where Lou 
worked was housed in one of 
the bulges. Nova converted it 
into his secret laboratory. 

• TUBES 

Transport tubes connect 
the surface factories and 
Tiphares. Eleven in all, the 
twelfth was destroyed in an 
accident over a century ago. 

• DUST CHAMBER 
Garbage generated in 
Tiphares—including 
inhabitants convicted of 
genetically predisposed 
crimes—is expelled here. 

With strength, willpower, a 
tenacious spirit, and a lot of 
luck, such outcasts can 
crash-land relatively intact in 
the Scrapyard along with the 
trash. Several, like Ido, have 
survived their expulsion. 



2ool. 11.21. YoklTo, 



• THE ORBITAL ELEVATOR 

"Jacob's Ladder" extends beyond the atmosphere. 

It supports Tiphares by perfectly balancing the gravitational 
pull on the city with centrifugal force. Most of its mass is 
composed of monomolecular wires made from carbon nano¬ 
tubes. The temperature difference between outer space and 
the atmosphere is also used to generate electricity—enough to 
power both Tiphares and the Factories. The Orbital Elevator is 
capable of shipping several hundred tons of cargo per day, but 
now only transports Tipharean brains harvested in the 
Initiation Ceremony. 


TIPHARES: ITS MORPHOLOGY 


Tiphares is shrouded in mystery. 

Let's take a look back at what has been illuminated thus far 
about the city in the sky. 


Tiphares is roughly divided into three sections: 


• RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

All citizens live here. They are encouraged 
to participate in sports, cultural events, and 
academics—though scholarly pursuits are 
restricted to abstract fields such as mathematics 
and philosophy. 


• STRUCTURAL SECTION 

The physical support of Tiphares, this section 
includes all equipment necessary for the upkeep of 
a society, such as power supplies, food-processing 
plants, and distribution networks. 


• ERADICATION OF GENETICALLY PREDISPOSED CRIME 
It is accepted that there are genes even in the Tipharean gene 
pool which predispose individuals to criminal behavior under certain 
conditions. The actions and psychological profiles of citizens with 
such genes are closely monitored. If their psychological status curve 
reaches criminal threshold, they are taken into custody, even if they 
have yet to commit an actual crime. Like Doc Ido, they are usually 
cast out alive from the Dust Chamber beneath Tiphares. 


• REHABILITATION OF BEHAVIORAL CRIME 

If a crime is deemed both harmless to the functioning of society and 
not to have arisen from criminal genes, the perpetrators are returned 
to society after their brain bio-chips have been recalibrated. The 
memory of the crime is erased, and their personality may change in 
some cases. 

• RESEARCH INTO IDEOLOGICAL CRIME 

Some people, even without genetically predisposed tendencies to 
crime, end up harboring ideologies that are thought to endanger 
society. The brain bio-chips of such criminals are removed and 
dismantled, and the thought processes that resulted in the crime are 
examined. The body, considered genetically harmless, is returned to 
the DNA bank of amino-acid soup. 


• MEDICAL INSPECTION BUREAU CORE 

Seen from above, the M.I.B. occupies the central 
part of the concentric circles that shape Tiphares. 
Citizens are normally not permitted access to this 
fully automated zone, which houses the Initiation 
Room, M.I.B. machines, an automated brain bio¬ 
chip factory, the Mother Machine, the DNA organ, 
Waste Management, and the orbital elevator port. 


296 


297 






















BLOOPERS 




































































































*Ambivalence: Simultaneous and contradictory feelings toward the same object that can lead to 
psychological “splitting, ” in which a subject separates irreconcilable parts of his/her personality. A 
concept used by the Swiss psychiatrist Paul Eugen Bleuler (1857-1939). 






















































...THAT THEY OFTEN 
BECOME A HI &H- 
AMPLITUDE WAVE 
CALLED A 
SOUTON! * 
AUTA USED THE 
PLASMA AS A 
MEDIUM TO FIRE A 
HEPTZA HAEON 
MADE OF A 
PLASMA-WAVE 
SOUTON. 



WAVE MOTION 
SUCH AS ION 
ACOUSTIC 
WAVES AND 
MAGNETIC 
ACOUSTIC 
WAVES MAY 
ARISE IN 
PLASMA. 

IT'S A WELL- 
KNOWN 

PHENOMENON... 



*Soliton: An isolated wave. A pulse wave that spreads without losing energy and main¬ 
tains its shape even after colliding. A tsunami is a type of soliton. 
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...and i can hear something... 










r.%: 

??yi 


•'.•A *' 










IS YOUR 
BOW ALL 
FIXEP NOW, 
ALITA? 


BUT... 
WAS THIS 
REALLY 
THE RISHT 
THINS TO 
PO? 
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THERE 
ARE MAN/ 
MYSTERIES 
IN 8EIN6 
ALIVE. 










































EMBRYO 












TIME 

FOR 

BREAKFAST, 

AUTA/ 

































































































































THEN THEy 
MIOHT HAVE 
PNA FROM 
THE SAME 
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EVEN WITH¬ 
OUT A GENETIC 
PREDISPOSITION 
TOWARD CRIME, 
SOME HARBOR 
IDEOLOGIES THAT 
WOULD LEAD TO 
THE OVERTHROW 
OP A MANAGED 
SOCIETY. 


THESE PEOPLE 
HAVE THEIR 
CHIPS REMOVED, 
DISMANTLED, AND 
ANALYZED SO AS 
TO DISCOVER THE 
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AS LONO AS 
lOU'S BIO-CHIP 
15 &om, IT 15 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
REVIVE HER, 
EVEN WITH 
KARMATRONICS. 


THERE WOULD BE 
SADISTIC PLEASURE 
IN WATCHINO yOU 
RUN AMOK... BUT 
FOR RESEARCH 
PURPOSES I DON'T 
WANT TO LIMIT 




















































































I HAVEN'T 
CHANGEV 
ONE BIT 
FROM THE 
PAY I LOST 
HUGO...- 


























































THERE THE/ ARE 
JOINER TOGETHER 
IN A MATRIX 
MARE UP OF 
MANY BRAINS... 


THE BRAINS 
REMOVEP PURINO 
THE ORANP INITIATION 
RITUAL ARE PROMPTLY 
WHISKEP AWAY- 
STILL ALIVE/- 
TO KETHERES ON 
THE ORBITAL 
ELEVATOR. 


































































...THE TIME WILL 
COME WHEN 
TIPHARES WILL 
NEEP YOUR 
STRENGTH. 


ONE 

PAY... 




IT'S IN 
YOUR 
HANPS... 


...FORI... 



















...AM 
GOING TO 

SPACE! 








-.-m 


























































































































































STUPID 

BASTARD/ 























































































































































I HAPPEN IN 
MR. VECTOR'S 
BUILPING 
THAT PAY. 















MR. VECTOR 
GOOP MAN... 
BUT HE REAL 
SCARY... 
IREAUZEP 


ANEW. 










I CAN SEE IN 
AN INSTANT 
IF SOMEONE 
IS LY/N&- 
SEE IT IN HIS 

eyes. 
















































































































FINALLY 

NOTICED/ 


HERE-ANOTHER 
OIFT FROM THE 
SHOPKEEPER. 


'POSED TO B 
SOLD OFF TC 
’AY FOR DAD' 
OPERATION, 
BUT MR. 
s. VECTOR. 


EXPLAIN. 
yOUVE &C 
youR 


PSYCHO- 

MBTRY. 






































































































































Barter Street 
Across Gate 2222 


™*PECENTER>I ; 



























































































HE PIPN'T 
ON?! 
WHY 
NOT?! 


HEY... 

wait; 

WHERE 

YA 

am'?! 


TH-THAT 
PUNK/ 
AFTER ALL 
I PIP TO 
ARRANGE 


H-HE 

WOULDN'T 


BUT 

WHERE 





























































































































































































































































*Hanao-giri: Sandal strap slash. 

























THAT 

STANCE... 






























































..HE BROKE 
m NEO- 
KANESADA* 
WITH ONE 
HAND/ 



*Neo-Kanesada: A famous sword was forged by the swordsmith Kanesada Izuminokami of Mino 
in the later years of the Muromachi Era, later becoming a favorite of Toshizo Hijikata, vice captain 
of the Shinsengumi. This is not that sword. 

*Raijintoh: Dust thunder blade. 






























ALITA... 

X OOT YOUR 

message, 

LOUP AW 
CLEAR!! 






















LAPPfcR 

IS NOT 
TO BE 
TRUSTED, 
I FEAR. 


BUT 

LIKE THE 
ANCIENT 
CHINESE 
PROVERB 
SAyS... 























/ / 



*“Enterthe tiger’s lair.”: “Nothing ventured, nothing gained.” 
Attributed to Ban Chao (c. 32-102 A.D.), a Chinese general of the 
Eastern Han dynasty, in Ho Hanshu (The History of the Later HanJ. 
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I AM THE HI6H 
TECHNOCRAT 
MINISTER ANP 
ASSISTANT 
CHAIRMAN OP 
LADDER. 



















































































































































UPPER PEVELOPEP 
IT 154 /EARS AOO. IT 
WAS AN ATTEMPT TO 
PROPUCE PEOPLE OF 
GENIUS-LEVEL 
INTELLECT 
BY INTROPUCINO 
A PROGRAM INTO 
THE TIPHARE5 PNA 
OROAN. 


BY NATURE, A OENIUS 
16 A PANOER TO A 
WELL-ORPEREP SOCIETY. 
HOWEVER, TIPHARES 
REPRESENTEP A SAFE 
TEST ENVIRONMENT 
ISOLATEP FROM THE 
OUTSIPE WORLP. 




MJf>LJ / NINETY-NINE 

OUT OP THE REMAINING \ 


ONE PERCENT, THOSE \ 

n 0/1 |W <*#jf / THOSE BORN WITH 

WHO OUTWITTEP M.I.S. ' 

|(A V\ I H /Vk % jlL ABNORMALLY hioh 

ANP SURVIVEP THE 


HARPSHIPS 

1 Y ~d /' \ EXHIBITEP MENTAL 

NECESSARY TO MAKE IT 1 

IXXfk iHWWM/xrrH coiwmeveulava 

HERE NUMBER / 

ONLy FOUR, 


INCLUDING YOLL^^ 

0T\\ PISPOSEP OF FOR 

] /’ 1QQ OENETIC CRIME. 
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I A 








































IT TOOK 
PHYSICAL 
CONTACT 
TO ACCSSS 










































































DON'T 

THROW 










PHASE 14 


Land o 


_ dl 
















































































































THERE'S 
NOTHING AS 
HAZARDOUS AS 
IGNORANCE. 






































ALL THE KN0WLEP£E 
OF THE MAN KNOWN AS 
PFSTY NOVA... 

AND HIS ATMAN, 

HIS TRUE SELF... 

























































































































































































































































































ire A VBAL! 


HE 

FOUNP 

OUT? 

ALREADY? 


LAND A 
NAMNAM IS 
PISSEP. 



: ii “i 

T % 
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I RECEIVED 
A DIVINE 
MESSAGE PROM 
MELCHIZEDEK, 
&OV OF 

ROBOTS, AND I, 
LANDA NAMNAM, 
TREATED THE 
FORLORN HUMAN 
PINO WU WITH 
MERC/. 



HAVE 

you 

FOROOT- 

TEN... 



*ES (Era Sputnik): Standard dating system used in space. The year the first artificial 
satellite Sputnik was launched into space (1957) marks the first year. Years are based on 
the period of Earth’s rotation around the Sun. 





















































PINO, 

My 

FRIEND. 


... you've 

FOUND A 
REASON 
TO LIVE 
A&m?! 



















































































































































ON THE 

SURFACE, IT'S JUST 
A HANDY COMPUTER 
IMPLANT THAT LETS 
YOU ACCESS THE 
MELCHIZEDEK NET 
ON THE FLY FOR 
ANY DATA YOU 
MIGHT WANT. 


PUT ITS 
RBAL 

FUNCTION IS 
TO ENFORCE 
LAWS ON 
THE 

SYNAPTIC 

LEVEL. 



THE PEACEKEEPER 
SPIES ON ALL 
SYNAPTIC ACTIVITY. 
CRIMINAL INTENT 
MERITS A SHOCK TO 
THE BRAIN'S PAIN 
CENTER, GOOD 
BEHAVIOR A GENTLE 
JOLT TO THE 
PLEASURE 
CENTER. 


IT'S SORT OF 
LIKE HA VINO AN 
UN-BRIBABLE COP 
INSIDE YOUR HEAD 
SUPERVISING YOU 
FULL-TIME. 
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TIPHAREAN 
BRAINS THAT HAD 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN 
TOSSED OUT AS 
WASTE PRODUCTS 
WERE RECYCLED 
AND CONNECTED, 
LIVINO ON IN 
A COLLECTIVE 
. DREAM WORLD... 


...A VAST 
INNER 
FANTASY 
CALLED 
THE ARGO 
NAVIS! 
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*Z.O.T. Tournament: Short for “Zenith of Things Tournament, ” it began as an experi¬ 
ment to see how robots would fare against trained soldiers. 
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IN THE 
NAME Op 
PEACE ANP 
HAPPINESS FOR 
ALL HUMANITY... 


...I HEREBY 
CONVENE THE 
1355th SESSION 
OF LAPPER, 

THE SOLAR SYSTEM 
TREATY MEPIATORY 
COUNCIL. 












A NONSENTIENT 
SPECIES, 

OENETICALLy ENOI- 
NEEREP FOR HUMAN 
NUTRITION. AMINO 
ACIPS, VITAMINS, 
MINERALS— 

A PERFECT BALANCE, 
SINCE THEy'RE SO 
SIMILAR TO US. 


*Spontaneous human combustion: A phenomenon in which a human body catches fire 
with no apparent cause. 

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745): A British satirist and author of “Gulliver’s Travels. ” 

*lnfant meat hominid: Homo esculentus. 
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*Lagrange points: Points near two orbiting masses where their gravitational pulls cancel each other 
out, stabilizing the orbit of a third mass. Proven by French mathematician Lagrange (1736-1813). 
*Enceladus: Moon also known as Saturn II. Radius at equator: 251 km. Discovered in 1789 by Her- 
schel and named after a giant of Greek mythology. 












































































is: Four large moons discovered by Galileo in 1610: lo, Europa, 
Ganymede and Callisto. 

*Helium-3: An isotope of helium. A deuterium-helium-3 plasma reaction operates at 
close to 100% efficiency, making it the ideal fuel for nuclear fusion. 



































WHEN THE FEDERATION, 
WHICH INCLUDES 
KETHERES, SETS CAUOHT 
BETWEEN THE SUPER¬ 
POWERS, IT PUTS 'EM IN A 
TOUCH SPOT. THEY DON'T 
KNOW HOW TO RESPOND 
TO DIRECT HARASSMENT 
LIKE THAT. TURNS 'EM 
INTO IDIOTS. 



*Binhar: The space city diametrically opposed to Ketheres pumps oxygen and 
seawater from the surface via the orbital elevator for export to the colonies. The 
corresponding surface gate city is Nezher. 
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*Methuselyzation: Halting the aging process by installing personal nanomachines in the body, thus making 
immortality a reality. Methuselah, a figure in the Biblical Book of Genesis, is purported to have lived 969 years. 
* Asteroid belt: A donut-shaped region between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter in which most of the Solar 
System’s asteroids are found. 
































*E.P.R. communicator: Named after Einsten, Podolsky and Rosen, who advanced the EPR Thought Experi¬ 
ment as an argument to refute quantum mechanics, using relativity’s concept that communication is impos¬ 
sible at speeds greater than that of light. Ironically, the experiment was verified by experimental violation of 
Bell’s Inequalities, and EPR became the name for a super-luminal communicator that used electron spin. 


























* Alias problem: A problem accompanying the digitalization of humanity. If two human beings 
with the same memories, personality and physical structure existed in the same society at the 
same time, it would presumably cause not only an existential problem but also social unrest. 


























REMEMBER 
MR. MBADI 
HAS BEEN 
THE BOLDEST 
CRUSADER 
AGAINST 
NANOTECH 
CRIME/ 



*Gray goo: Jargon for a disaster brought about by self-replicating nanomachines running amok. 































































MARS... 





























Mars: fourth planet 


Radius at equator: 
3397 km 

Period of rotation: 
1.026 days 
Period of revolution: 
686.98 days 


A planet with the oldest history of settlers. The first emigration to Mars occurred by ES 53. After the Geo 
Catastrophe, construction of a full-scale colony began in ES 235, but ease of emigration and a comparatively 
hospitable environment led to oversettling—and a prolonged civil war. The planet remains divided to this day. 
Making space access difficult, more than 80% of the surface is covered by a canopy that is self-repaired by 
nanomachines. Squabbles erupt over control of orbiting mirror satellites that supplement the insufficient 
sunlight, but the atmosphere is breathable. 

Four roughly divided groups currently vie for supremacy: 

MRH (Mars Republik Heer): Mars Republic Army: funded by Republique Venus to unify Mars and make it join 
the Republique. 

**MFB (Mars Front der Befreien): funded by the Jupiter Union to unify Mars and make it join the Union. 

Mars Kingdom Parliament: LADDER-spearheaded attempt at constitutional monarchy. 

Army of the New Third Reich: an emergent group calling itself the "Last Battalion" that aims to unify Mars, 
resurrect the Third Reich, and conquer the entire galaxy. 


Olympus Mons, largest mountain on Mars. 


Olympus Spaceport, 
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THAT ms 
OVER 
200 
yEARS 
AGO. 



I ARE you f 


TALKING \ 

ABOUT THE 

1 * NKr 1 

TERRA- 

M! i \ 

l FORMING 


\ WARS? 1, 


THERE WAS THIS 
HACKER, AT THE 
END OE THE GREAT 
WAR—STOLE SOME 
METHUSELAH TECH 
PROM A LAB ON 
VENUS... 













































THE A/MRS 
KIN GROM 
PARLIAMENT 
IS RECOG¬ 
NIZER IN 
THE TREATY 
OP 387/ 


we 

OBJECT 
TO THIS 
outrage; 


I'VE CAUSER W 
QUITE THE pc 
commotion; J yf 


THE 

UNION 

0&MAN9S 

AN expla¬ 
nation; 






























































THAT'S 

GERMAN 

FOR 

“KINO"... 


A TOY 
BEAR?/ 


KONIO 


WHAT? 


w \ 


How | 

1 

do you 


1 do... JH 

IJ 
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*Point L2: One of the five Lagrange points in the Lunar system. 

*NEW ORDER: LADDER’S interplanetary keepers of the peace, under the command of Aga Mbadi. 
















































a 































THE FINEST 
ATTRACTION 
OF THE 
KETHERES 
AQUARIUM... 


< 3 ^ 






































THAT'S 


PROM¬ 

ISE/ 


ALMOST 

MAKES 

ME 

FORGET 
WHO I 
AM... 


...BUT I'D 
LIKE THE 
KINGDOM 
PARLIAMENT 
TO BE THE 
ONE TO 
UNIFy MARS. 


HAVEN'T 
MADE 
THIS 
PUBLIC 
v YET... i 






















YET IN 
TIME, PON'T 
THINK PEOPLE 
WILL BE STRONO 
ENOUOH TO 
ACCEPT THAT 
THEY WILL AOE 
ANP PIE? 


*MRH: Mars Republik Heer (Mars Republic Army) 
*MFB: Mars Front der Befreien (Mars Liberation Front) 
























































m&j/n 
































TV series "Space Mbadi" 

Produced by Vesta Studios. 156 episodes (and a dozen TV specials) of this epic 
adventure aired between ES 543 and 556. Based on the 25-volume series 
"Space Hero Mbadi," by bestselling novelist (and Ceres resident) Oleg 
Zaccagni, the action-packed drama follows ORDER, the interplanetary 
investigative team, from its creation to its demise. 


















































































CHARON, THE 
MOON OF PLUTO, 
HUNG OVER US 
AS IF IT COULP 
PROP FROM THE 
SIC/AT ANY 
MOMENT. 


METHANE 
SNOW FELL 
UPON THE 
-230° C 
PUST... 


ANPWE 
WERE ALONE, 
THE ONLY TWO 
LEFT. 




I HAP TO BET 
THAT ONE 
OF VAXES'S 
UNPERLINGS 
MIGHT COME 
TO CONFIRM 
OURPEATHS. 


THE REST OF 
MY CREW HAP 
ALL BEEN 
KILLEP. 


I CUT ALL 
POWER TO OUR 
sPACEsurrs 
EXCEPTFOR 
MINIMAL HEAT 
SO AS TO 
CONSERVE THE 
BATTERIES... 


WITH YOGA 
TECHNIQUES, 

ILOWEREP MY 
BREATHING ANP 
HEART RATES ANP 
ENTEREPA 
NEAR-PEATH 
STATE. 


BUT 

LAKSHMI 

HAPN'T 

MASTEREP 

THAT 

TECHNIQUE. 


GOTO 

SLEEP, 

LAKSHMI 

























THOSE 

VATS 

ARE 

LONG- 

PAST. 


I NEVER 
MEANT TO 
OPEN OLD 
WOUNDS/ 


makeup, 

Limeira. 





























3UT... 







































wm 
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IS SHE 
REALLY 
GOING TO 
FIGHT STUCK 
IN THAT 
THING... 






AM I THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN 
SEE SHE 
HASN'T 
GOT A 
PRAYER? 
















































































oh ye ah... 
in a zbro 

GRAVITY STATB, 
THeRB'S NO 
RBSI STANCB! 
THe LAWS OF 
ACTION ANP 
REACTION 
TRANSLATS 
PIReCTLY... 


I kMEW 
IT. 


NJ-NO 

EFFECT 

AT 

All?! 


i bbt you've 

TRAIN BP LONG 
ANP HARP 
WITH GRAVITY, 
BUT OUT HBRB 
YOU'RB AN 
AMATBUR. 



537 















































































































ANP YOU 
CLAIM TO 
BE A STUPENT 
O? THE 
LE6ENPAR/ 
MARTIAN / 
MARTIAL ART?/' 


LEARN 

YOUR 

PLACE! 











s IT'LL 
HAZARPOUS 
FOR MB TO 
ZB BP FIGHT¬ 
ING MUCH 


MAYBB NOW 
I'M GOOP 
BNOUGHTO 
PULL THAT 
OFF... 



























VBR- 

SCHLAG! 














‘ " 



MF 


WHAT'S 

THAT 

SOUNP? 


HMM? 


BUTMY 


THERE WAS 
NO CONTACT, 
SO IT WASN'T 
AN OSCILLA¬ 
TION PUNCH... 


ARE 

RINGING 


I'LL BNP 
rrwrrH 
THIS 

attack:' 


ANYWAY, 
HER 
SUITS 
ABOUT 
TO COME 
APART! 


ANPIPON'T 
HAVE MUCH 
THRUSTER 
FUEL LEFT... 































mmmmm wmmwm 


^UsSlP’ 


-?g®^ 




BOTHMY 
ARMS... 
VESTROYEP 
IN AN 
INSTANT! 


BUT I JUST 
NBSP TO RAM 
YOU INTO 
THB SHIP TO 
SHATTER 
YOUR SUIT! 




































































A LIFE IS 
NOTHING BUT A 
TARGET. 













...MY LAST 
FIGHT 
WAS WITH 
A FOB 
UKB YOU! 


SHE'S 
GOING TO 
SELF- 
OESTRUCT! 











Y-YOUR 

MAJ¬ 

ESTY/ 


I WON'T 
ALLOW YOU 
TO PIE LIKE 
THIS/ 


YOUR 

MAJ¬ 

ESTY/ 


CAN'T 
, STOP. I 


com 

BACK! 
YOU'RE IN 
PANOER/ 
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ST AY 

Amv 

FROM 
THE 
QUEEN/ 
N-N O! 


I'M 

GIAV. 


OW, 

TH4NK 

y on. 



























One of five interstellar colonial spaceships built 
at the Earth-Lunar Lagrange points more than 
200 years ago. 

Other nations’ distrust of its antimatter 
annihilation engine was one of the main causes 
of the Terraforming Wars, in which four of the 
five ships were destroyed. The sole surviving 
vessel is prohibited from moving by LADDER 
treaty and serves as a space colony. 



































































(explosives;, 


I GOT 
LOW-AM55 
MMQ! 
Avm- 
APPROVBV! 


OP EQUIP¬ 
MENT IN 
BULK AW 
CWPAPl 


ip| 

LVIi 

Jew 

■MALI KINPS^I"''' 















& 
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NO 5HOOTIN' 
IN THE NEU¬ 
TRAL ZONE, 
ANP PON'T 
PAMAOE 
REAP THIS THE COLONY 
BOOKLET BULKHEAPS/ 
FOR THE 



*Megasol: A unit of currency used in the inner planets. 




























































































































































*Coriolis force: An inertial force that occurs within a rotating frame of reference. Described by 
French engineer Gaspard-Gustave Coriolis (1792-1843) in 1835. The radius of a space colony 
relying on centrifugal gravity is far smaller than a planet, so the Coriolis force is more pronounced. 









































HAPPENED 
TO TOUR 
HAND?/ 




















































































































































































































































WH A... 
WHAT'RE 
YOU 

V0IN6?! 


Drster. 


80LIU0D SORE 
EUECIUICITy. 


WAIT A 
MIN... 


j BLACK¬ 
OUT? 


HUH? 

























FILL I 
'FR UP/ , 
IT'S HIS >/, 
TREAT/ } 


ENOUGH 

JUICE 

THERE, 

LITTLE 

PELLA? 



\ £ 

\\ 1 

£ 

\l ' 

) K/ i 















WHEN 
I THINK 
ABOUT IT.. 


IP I HADN'T 
STOLEN ME- 
THUSELYZATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
AW GIVEN IT 
TO EVERYONE 
TWO HUNDRED 
YEARS AGO... 


NOT 

EVEN 

IAPPBJ2 

WOULD 

EXIST/ 


f IT'S AS IP ^ 



I I CREATE? ■ 



ft THIS W0RLP ■ 



L MYSELF/ J| 


























I'M 

SAW I 
CRS4TSP 
THIS 

WORLP... 


WHAT 

?! 


SO 

EVERY¬ 
THING 
yon om 

IS MINS 
TOO! 


A BLOCK- 
HEAP LIKE 
YOU'S COT 
NO RIOHT TO 
TALK BACK 
TO ME/ 


m 

MAY BE 
PALS, 
BUT 
THAT'S 
00IN6 
TOO PAR/ 


I... I'VE 
HAP A HARP 
TIME TOO, 
YOU KNOW... 



























































IN TWO 
MONTHS...I'LL 
STORM 
KETHERES 
AOAIN... 


i HUH?/j 


M O 

MORE 
HIOH 
IPEALS. 


I WON'T 
MAKE 
IT BACK 
ALIVE 
THIS 
TIME... 


JUST A 
TEST OF 
WILL/ 


























NEVER 

BEEN 



















DESIGNATED FIGHTING AREAS 

75% of the ship’s center is used for war games. This Comba 
Chamber is broken up into 26 areas lettered from A to Z. 


e banned and 
houses its 


THE BOW OF THE SHIP 

Per the LADDER Treaty, leaving the station is 
prohibited. The Earth Orbitary Federation 
created the “Leviathan Committee” (a.k.a. the 
Administration) to serve and protect the 
station’s inhabitants. 


ORIGIN OF THE NAME LEVIATHAN 

Mentioned prominently in the Old Testament books of Job, Psalms, and 
Isaiah, the sea dragon Leviathan was the biggest and strongest beast God 

“Nothing on earth is his equal—a creature without fear. He looks down 
on all that are haughty; he is king over all that are proud.” Job 41:33-34 


ENGINE AREAS 

As first built, Leviathan I used a large-model 
disintegration engine, fed by an anti-matter r 
of destroying an entire planet, these engines 
removed per the LADDER treaty. LADDER 
“NEW ORDER" base here. 


THE VALUE OF LIFE 

Since the spread of immortality technology, death can only occur 
by accident or violence. In space, the value of life varies. Indeed, 
some even place a higher value on death, recklessly putting their 
lives at risk. The Combat Chamber serves their needs—a release 
for the nihilistic tendencies of the population. 




'>U 



\\ LEUIflTHffll! 


EARTH / 

ii V.uw S 

134--- 





' '*15 


Total length 16 km. Construction began in the year 357 and ended in 377. One of five space colony ships, Leviathan I uses 
centrifugal force to create a livable space at the ship’s center, sufficient for successive generations to be born during 
lengthy interstellar travel. Tiphares was first built as a prototype for just such an isolated society. 
















Catechism of Life 







For those lamenting the paucity of Alita combat, 
we bring you two battle-oriented comic strips! 
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Name Reference 


When Battle Angel Alita was first published in the United States, its 
translators decided to change many of the names of characters and places 
to make them more accessible to American readers. We at Kodansha 
Comics have chosen to keep most of those changes, but we will provide 
the original names as well in this section. 

Battle Angel Alita , Alita: 

The Japanese title of the original Alita series is Ganmu (which Kishiro 
spells Gunnm ), a unique portmanteau of “gun” and the Japanese word 
for “dream.” The protagonist’s name in the original Japanese is Garii, 
which can be spelled “Gaily” in English. When the original Gunnm was 
first localized in English in 1995, Viz Media decided to change the name 
of the main character to Alita, and the series to Battle Angel Alita. The 
original title of this series is Gunnm: Last Order. Alita’s other name, Yoko, 
is a common Japanese name meaning “sun child” (or “yang child”) that 
happens to be written the same way as the word for proton. 



Presented by Yukito Kishiro 

The logo from the Kodansha Japan edition, upon which this volume is based. 

Tiphares, Ketheres: 

The city in space and the city in the sky, linked by the orbital elevator, were 
renamed Ketheres and Tiphares for the first American release. These names 
were references to 
the Jewish mystical 
tradition known as 
Kabbalah. The 
original Japanese 
names were Teeru 
and Zaaremu , or 
Jeru and Salem, an 
obvious reference 
to the historic 
Earthbound city. 





Battle Angel Alita: Last Order 
Translation Notes 


Battle Angel Alita: Last Order refers to many esoteric scientific concepts 
that Mr. Kishiro is only too eager to explain in his thorough footnotes, but 
that doesn’t mean there aren’t still nuances in the original Japanese that 
might be tough to put into English. In this section, we’ll discuss some of 
those translation decisions. 

Flan, pages 10, 170: 

Nova’s favorite snack is the 
custard dessert known as flan 
or pudding in the West and as 
purin or “prin” in Japan. 

(For this reason, the “F-Box” 
was a “P-Box” in the Japanese 
version.) 



Hertza Haeon, page 70: 

As is common in manga, the attack names in the series are written in two 
ways in the Japanese version. One provides the intended pronunciation, 
while the other provides the intended meaning. In this way, Kishiro 
indicates that Hertza Haeon is supposed to mean, “perimeter-breaking 
thrusting fist.” 

TUNED AR Series 2, page 131: 

These Alita copies were called the TUNED Mass Production Models in 
the Japanese edition. Sechs was originally designated GR-6, but since the 
main character’s name had been changed from Gaily to Alita, his model 
number was switched to AR-6. 
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Hertza Haeon Doppelt, page 274: 

The Japanese version indicates that this simply means “perimeter-breaking 
thrusting fist, two-handed strike.” 

Atman, page 441: 

This Sanskrit word for the essential, intrinsic self, or soul, is used in many 
religious traditions, including Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. Its root 
word means “breath.” 

Tai-sabaki , page 538: 

This martial arts term literally means “body handling.” It refers to 
repositioning oneself relative to an opponent so as to give oneself an 
advantage, sometimes during an opponent’s attack. 

Geheimnisse, page 545: 

This term for a secret Panzer Kunst technique is, appropriately, the word 
for “secret” in German. _ 



Verschlag, page 545: 

In the Japanese, Verschlag means, “laying strike,” as in laying 
groundwork... or laying an ambush. 

Hertza Nadel, page 549: 

Kishiro indicates that the original meaning of “Hertza Nadel” is 
“perimeter-breaking bell needle.” 
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Bonus Manga 

Kodansha Comics is pleased to bring you two early short stories by Yukito 
Kishiro never before published in English. “Fly” (“Hito”) originally 
appeared in the March 1989 issue of the magazine Monthly Comic Comp, 
published by Kadokawa Shoten, while “The Great Machine” 

(“ Dai-mashin”) first ran in the Aug. 25, 1989 issue of Weekly Shonen 
Sunday from Shogakukan. 



TIME... 

IS CALLOUS. 
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BUSY¬ 

BODY 




































































































JUMP IN 
THERE 
AND you 


THROUGH 
THE SKY 
LIKE A 
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WHAT IS IT? 
AND WHAT'S 
WITH THE 
DEPRESSED 
VOICE? 
HEH HBH. 



IT WAS ABOUT 
OUR FLIGHT. 

IT SAID, "I 
ADMIRE YOUR 
AMBITION. 
EVERYONE IS 
COUNTING ON 
YOU. I PRAY FOR 
YOUR SUCCESS. * 




























































ANOK TOLD ME 
ALL ABOUT IT. 

I DIDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
ALL OF IT, BUT I 
KNOW THERE'S 
A LOT OF 
_ DANGER/ 
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£1 

































BORING 
if you 


STUB- 


RECDRDINB 





























































































































IT'S A NICE 
PLACE... 
BUT MY JOB 
IS TO TELL 
THEM 

ABOUT THE 
COMING 
DANGER. 
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TO US, THIS 
\ GREAT TREE 
\ OF ABOLIDAI 
IS LIFE 

ITSELF! THINK 
HARD! CAN 
YOU TRULY 
„ ABANDON THIS, 
7 TREE AND 
T7 CONTINUE TO 
y LIVE ON?! 
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STOPPING THE 
MACHINE...? 
IMPOSSIBLE/ 
YOU WOULD 
NEED THE 
STRENGTH OF 
A GOD TO DO 


























































over forty kilometers to the 
east of Abolidai. With her 
came Ztik and over thirty 
other brave young men, and 
there they waited for the 
Machine to appear. 
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T I LOVE TINKERING WITH 

\ MACHINES FROM LONG AGO, 

\ BUT THE VILLAGE SAYS THAT 
I DOING THAT IS TABOO/ 

l BECAUSE OF THAT, EVERYONE'S 
) SHUNNED ME AND MADE ME AN 
1 OUTCAST SINCE I WAS A KID, 
/ SAYING THAT I WAS 

^ POSSESSED BY THE METAL 
U GOD, OR THAT I WASN'T 
\ COOPERATIVE.../ 


I DON'T 
CARE WHAT 
IT TAKES, I 
ABSOLUTELY 
WANNA BE 
THE CHIEF!! 
AND SO... 
THAT'S 
WHY.. 



























I WASN'T ABLE 
TO FLY BECAUSE 
OF AN INJURY, 
AND I ENDED UP 
BEING THE ONLY 
SURVIVOR. 

MY FATHER 
WASN'T ABLE TO 
STOP THE 
MACHINE... 
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immik 


I'LL HOOK 
THE ROPE 
UP. ALL OF 
you CLIMB 
UP AS SOON 

as you 

CAN// GOT 
THAT?/ 


THIS 

THING'S 

AMAZING 


AAACKH 

WE 

DON'T 

WANNA!! 


YA 

BUNCH OF 
COWARDS// 

are you 


PFT, DON'T 
BE SO 
STINGy/ 
WE'RE NOT 
GONNA GET 
IN youR 
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NATURE 
ISN'T ABLE 
TO TAKE 
ITS 

COURSE 
INSIDE OF 
THIS 

MACHINE. 


LEAVES SITTING 
UNDER 

THOUSANDS OF 
YEARS OF 
RAINWATER AREN'T 
ROTTING... THE 
SEEDS AND 
SPROUTS LOOK 
NEW, AND THE IRON 
^ ISN'T RUSTING... 





OUST 


HAAH 

HAAM 
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I HAVE TO 
DESTROY THE 
MACHINE 
ITSELF/ I NEED 
A WAY RIGHT 
NOW TO STOP 
THE MACHINE 
WITH JUST ONE 










REALLY 

STOPPED 


ELDER/ 

WHAT'S 

GOING 


IT'S THE 
BIRTH OF 
ABOLIDAI 
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“Fly” & “The Great Machine” 
Translation Notes 


“Fly,” page 599: 

The Japanese title of this story is “Hito.” The word hito simply means 
“person,” but instead of using the usual character for “person” Kishiro 
writes it with two characters that, though also pronounced hito , actually 
mean “flying person.” It obviously applies equally well to Toryu and Leibl. 

Ichimura, page 607, 646: 

We’re not entirely sure, but this may refer to Satoru Ichimura, a 
contemporary of Kishiro’s from the late eighties. 


“The Great Machine,” page 629: 

This title (“ Dai-mashin ” in the original Japanese) is yet another of 
Kishiro’s multi-layered Japanese puns. The simplest way to translate the 
name is “Great Machine,” but rather than use the standard spelling of the 
word “machine,” Kishiro uses two kanji characters that can be pronounced 
mashin. These two characters mean “scraping god,” certainly an accurate 
description of a fantastically massive tank that pulverizes entire civilizations. 



“Beware of fire,” page 637: 

The sign on this post originally read “hi no yojin” a Japanese phrase 
traditionally used to remind people to be careful of fire, which was a 
particularly potent threat before the 20th century, when most Japanese 
homes and buildings were made almost entirely of wood. 

“Welcome to the machine,” page 658: 

Kishiro later confirmed that this is indeed a reference to the Pink Floyd 
song of the same name, from the 1975 album “Wish You Were Here.” 













A century ago, the bizarre creatures known as 
Titans devoured most of the world’s population, 
driving the remainder into a walled stronghold. 
Now, the appearance of an immense new TitajfP 
threatens the few humans left, and one restless 
boy decides to seize the chance to fight for his 
freedom, and the survival of his species! 
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SORRY. THIS 
IS THE END OF 
THE BOOK. 


This Japanese manga is 
presented in its original 
right-to-left format. 

That means you’ll need to 
turn this book over and start 
from the other side. 


Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese way—from right to left, 
exactly the opposite of how American books are read. It’s easy once you 
get the hang of it: Just go to the other end of the book, and read each 
page—and each panel—from the right side to the left side, starting 
at the top right. Now you’re reading manga as it was meant to be! 








